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ities are hubs of productivity and creativity and contribute immensely to
the stature and resilience of a country. With cities accounting for some
70 percent of global GDP, recent economic thinking is reshaping how
policymakers and development practitioners view urbanization.
Last decade was the first in India’s history when India’s urban population in
absolute terms grew more than its rural population. India is now looking at a
pace of urban expansion that is truly unprecedented. As India’s urban landscape
expands and/or becomes more densely populated Municipalities and Urban
Development Authorities in various parts of the country need to gear up to take
Naini Jayaseelan
Chairperson, AMDA
on the challenge of managing and channelizing this growth that makes our cities
efficient, attractive and healthy.
Association for Municipalities and Development Authorities (AMDA) was set up as a knowledge and
experience sharing platform for municipalities, development authorities and other urban local bodies of
India which are at the forefront of our efforts to create urban settlements that meet the aspirations of an
India of the 21st century.
It gives me great pleasure to bring to you AMDA BULLETIN, our quarterly newsletter, in a refreshingly
new format. In addition to sharing news/information from various AMDA member organisations, it also
provides views & perspectives from leading experts on various dimensions of India’s unfolding urban
story.
We have made a new beginning and we bank on the feedback receive from our esteemed readers to
further improve AMDA BULLETIN in terms of its content and presentation. We look forward to your
comments as much as we await your contributions for future issues of AMDA News.
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Urban India

Negotiating
Impatient Capital

Rahul Mehrotra

In India’s post-liberalization economy, cities and their burgeoning peripheries
have become sites for the shifting of responsibilities and concurrently an
evolving relationship between the private and the public. In the new economy,
the fragmentation of service and production locations has resulted in a new,
bazaar-like urbanism that has woven its presence through the entire urban
landscape.

U

rban India, in the post liberalized
economy starting in the 1990s, is
characterized by physical and visual
contradictions that coalesce in a landscape of
incredible pluralism charged with polarities.
With globalization and the emergence of a postindustrial service-based economy in Indian cities,
urban space has been fragmented and polarized
with the rich and poor jostling for access to
amenities. Further, the state has more or less given
up the responsibility of projecting an ‘idea of
India’ through the built and physical environment
as it had done in the post- independence era
with the several state capitals, government and
educational campuses across the country. Today
the major state-directed projects are highways,
flyovers, airports, telecommunications networks
and electricity grids which connect urban centers
but don’t contribute to determining or guiding
their physical structure.

In India’s post-liberalization economy, cities and
their burgeoning peripheries have become sites for
the shifting of responsibilities and concurrently
an evolving relationship between the private
and the public. Today, private capital chooses
to build environments that are insulated from
their context, without the burdens of facilitating
citizenship or place-making necessary in a real
city. These gated communities take the form of
vertical towers in the inner city and sprawling
suburban compounds on the peripheries.
In fact in the state-controlled economy the
physical relationship between different classes
was often orchestrated according to a master
plan founded upon entitlement to housing and
proximity to employment. In the new economy,
the fragmentation of service and production
locations has resulted in a new, bazaar-like
urbanism that has woven its presence through
the entire urban landscape.

Rahul Mehrotra is a practising architect based in Mumbai and Professor and Chair, Department of Urban Planning and
Design, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, 48, Quincy Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA
(Email: mehrotra@gsd.harvard.edu)
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Negotiating Impatient Capital
With the retreat of the state in the 1990s (in
different measures across India), the space of the
‘everyday’ became the place where economic and
cultural struggles are articulated, and the physical
shape cities in India have taken manifests itself
in the informal landscape of the bazaar city!
This bazaar-like in form, or the kinetic city can
be seen as the symbolic image of the emerging
urban Indian condition. The processions,
weddings, festivals, hawkers, street vendors and
slum dwellers all create an ever-transforming
streetscape – a city
in constant motion
where the very physical
fabric is characterized
by the kinetic. The
Static City, on the
other hand, dependent
on architecture for its
representation is no
longer the single image
by which the city is
read. Thus architecture
is not the ‘spectacle’
of the city nor does it
even comprise the single
dominant image of the
city.
In this kinetic urbanism,
Architecture is often not
the only ‘spectacle’ upon
which society relies to
express its aspirations,
nor does it even comprise
the single dominant
image of most Indian
cities. Quite in contrast, festivals such as Diwali,
Dussera, Navratri, Muhharam, Durga Puja,
Ganesh Chaturthi, and many more have emerged
as the visual and representational spectacles
of contemporary India. Their presence on the
everyday landscape pervades and dominates the
popular visual culture of India’s cities, towns and
villages. In fact, the increasing concentration of
global flows in urban centres has exacerbated
the inequalities and spatial divisions between
social classes. In this context, an architecture
or urbanism of equality in an increasingly
inequitable economic condition requires a
deeper consideration, so as to locate the wide
range of places that signify and commemorate
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the cultures excluded from the spaces of global
flows. Such places do not necessarily lie in the
formal production of architecture, but often
challenge it with a counterculture that takes on
multiple forms. These are the landscapes of the
self-help settlements often referred to as slums
or the periphery of cities that grow outside the
formal state-controlled urban limit. Similarly,
the over 300 small towns in India that are
expected to become cities of one million people
and more in the next two or three decades are

actively producing forms of urbanism outside the
mainstream discussion on architecture or urban
planning.
In India today, hyper-consumption, fueled by
a rapidly growing economically mobile middle
class, is resulting in the construction of a new
landscape of global derivatives or the images
of globalization. And it is an irony – that of
the collusion of consciously dysfunctional land
markets and exclusionary design and planning at
multiple scales that has created a deeply conflicted
fabric within which poorer communities have
managed to survive, thrive and also alter and
challenge the notion of formality! This is deeply
challenged by the world-class city idea and
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slum free city imagination – often propelled by
the government and financial institutions by
a poorly informed appreciation of Dubai and
Shanghai! The havens of impatient capital. The
architecture that results from this attitude often
displays a complete detachment from its ambient
environment as well as the place and community
in which it is set. Furthermore, its tectonic
quality and materiality is most often unmindful
of local resources and traditions of building.
Such architectural production is usually a quick
response to large-scale infrastructure projects
(such as upper income housing, hospitals,
schools, colleges and commercial development)
that allow private participation in otherwise
largely government controlled sectors. Most
importantly, this form of global architecture
thrives on its perceived competence to provide
predictable and stable services for (often
impatient) capital searching for a host terrain in
which to invest. Consequently, design services are
often outsourced to Western firms perceived to be
competent and well experienced in configuring
global buildings—namely, those well versed in
the use of new materials and technologies that
meet international standards and facilitate the
predictable value of the building’s performance.
This notion of design by a remote agency

enhances, rather than diminishes, the perceived
value of this form of global architecture.
The built landscape in India today symbolizes
the two simultaneous transitions at play in
our political landscape – one a transition out
of socialism and the other a transition into
capitalism. In the simultaneous play of transitions
such as these, the built environment is naturally
a muddle with the fallouts of both transitions
finding expression in the physical form of the
cities. Ruptures in the urban fabric and startling
adjancenies characterize the city that evolves with
these narratives colliding in urban space. The
two narratives or political rhetoric that then are
put into play are those of ‘ building a global city’
(the Singapore, Dubai and Shanghai models) or
a city that panders to Global capital and the that
of a city which is about building a civil society
or a city that supports lives. The paraphernalia
in each one of these cities is different. In the
former the ground has to be prepared to allow
capital to land softly and securely. In the other
citizens are placed first and basic infrastructure
and patterns of mobility determines how the city
grows and how people have equitable access to
these amenities. It is really the choice between
these two directions or attitudes to city building
that will be central to the discussion about the
future of urban India.l

National Workshop on Urban Green Spaces
Udaipur, Rajasthan | 22-23 August 2013

Objectives

Workshop Structure

• To sensitize participants about criticality of urban green
spaces in the context of emerging urbanization scenario.

• Theoretical perspectives functional role of urban
green spaces

• To exchange information on best practices and analyze
success stories from the field.

• Case studies of successful initiatives from various
parts of the country.

• To inform about tools and mechanisms for management of
urban green spaces.

• Technical sessions on tools and techniques in urban
green space management

• To provide opportunities of networking with peers from
different geographical settings.

• Field Trip and Interactive Discussions.

Participation Profile
Exclusively for the senior officers of the Municipal Corporation/Councils and Development Authorities from different parts of India.

Center for Urban Green Spaces
Aravali Foundation for Education

For Details Please contact :

Aravali House, 431/D22, Chhattarpur Hills, New Delhi-74
E-mail: os@cugs.in Website : www.cugs.in
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Association of Municipalities and
Development Authorities (Amda)

7/6, Siri Fort Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-49
Email : amdadelhi@gmail.com Website : www.amdaindia.org
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Urban Planning in India

Need for a
paradigm shift

Jagan Shah

We need to regionalize our city planning, taking full account of the linkages
between cities and their hinterlands, such that the future needs for infrastructure
and food security are anticipated today while ensuring that such planning
does not induce environment degradation in the future.

I

t is high time that we realize the significance
of urban planning, which UN–Habitat
recognizes as a ‘power function’ in
governance, providing political representatives
with a delivery tool for the promises of urban
development. The myth of an India that lives in
its villages has led to the power of urban planning
being largely ignored, even though our past was
dominated by cities, where planning was one
of the key welfare activities undertaken by a
monarch. Understanding this power is all the
more urgent as the story of India’s urbanization
has taken a momentous turn.
For the first time since 1947, we have added
more people to our cities than to rural areas.
While the level of urbanization has risen from
27.81 to 31.16 percent, the overall decadal
growth rate of population has dropped from
21.54 to 17.64 percent, indicating a sharp decline
in rural populations and suggesting widespread
migration into cities. Part of this migration is

because of the so-called ‘push’ factor: smaller
land holdings and rising insecurity in farming.
The per capita availability of land, which was
0.89 hectare in 1951, dropped to 0.37 hectare
in 1991 and is expected to drop further to 0.20
hectare by 2035. The per capita availability
of agricultural land is expected to see a more
drastic reduction, from 0.48 hectare in 1951 to
0.08 hectare in 2035. Another part is because of
the ‘pull’ of the city, which offers better access
to education and healthcare, and new livelihoods
that can liberate from tradition and dogma.
In order for the Indian city to deliver its promise,
we need to find alternate planning paradigms,
which are presently dominated by (i) skewed
notions of what is a sustainable density of urban
population, and (ii) the assumption that greenfield
developments will somehow accommodate our
burgeoning population, even though new areas
place a burden on transportation, and sprawling
services networks are unsustainable.

Jagan Shah is Director, National Institute of Urban Affairs, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
(Email: jshah@niua.org)
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Need for a paradigm shift
The fact that cities seem to be shunning rather
than welcoming people is borne out by the
statistic that the rate of urbanization in India
is one of the lowest in the world and at present
rates of growth it may not exceed 40% even by
2030, whereas most other countries will have
achieved double that figure. India’s present level
of urbanization is equivalent to a few backward
countries in Africa. Comparison with our
neighbour China is even more humbling. If we
compare the 132 urban agglomerations in China
(with 750,000 or more inhabitants in 2009) with
the 58 in India in terms of their growth rates, we
find that whereas only a handful of India’s urban
regions have achieved over four percent growth,
almost double that number have achieved double
digit growth in China.
Over the last decade, the new urban population
has been absorbed mainly by the growth of 51
million-plus cities, the four mega cities with over
10 million population – which are experiencing
enormous natural growth – and the addition of
2532 new ‘census towns’, which are the cutting
edge of India’s urban transformation, the frontier
where rural becomes urban. The population
density of the country has increased from 324 to
382 per square kilometer, a close to 18% increase.
The National Capital Region has the highest
population density among the states, at 11,297
per square kilometre, but this average hides some
startling data: the highest density in the country
is 37,346 per sq km in Delhi’s North-East
district, more than 800 times the global average,
almost 100 times the national average, and over
sixteen times the desirable density stipulated
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in the Master Plan for Delhi. This innocuous
statistic hints at the problem of accommodating
new urban population within the existing cities,
which are spatially restricted, requiring largescale densification and expensive redevelopment
to meet the pressures of population. As per
the McKinsey Global Institute, if we have to
accommodate the growth of cities and avoid
urban blight, then we need to construct 700
million square feet of built up space every year.
That is the equivalent of building one Chicago
every year!
The urban and rural must be seen as
interdependent. If more rural land is converted
into urban, it puts pressure on food production,
and cities suffer most as they are totally
dependent on the rural sector for food. We
must also increase land productivity through
the use of mechanization, improved irrigation
and fertilizers. Out of the total cultivated area
in India, only about 40 percent is irrigated. The
remaining 60 percent comprises rain-fed regions,
which are chronically inefficient in terms of
their use of water and assured productivity and
home to more than 200 million of the rural poor.
Land holdings have become smaller, introducing
distortions and making a large number of
agricultural enterprises more dependent on
urban food prices. Agri-productivity in India is
one-tenth that of China and a fifth of the USA.
Clearly, the intertwined destinies of India’s urban
and rural sectors will require a radically different
approach to planning.
Two years ago, researchers from MIT argued
that, with 250 million new city-dwellers expected
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over the next 20 years, we must change the
way that we build cities. Unless we adopt new
paradigms, our urbanization will follow the
patterns of development that were invented in
the early 20th century, “when fuel was cheap,
land was open, the air was clean.” In the early
20th century, the global population was a fraction
of what it is today, and cities were designed for
totally different economic activities and lifestyles,
modes of production and types of employment.
As per the United Nations Human Settlements
Programme,
systemic
distortions
and
inefficiencies are costly in the long term, as they
undermine the environmental sustainability,
equity and social inclusion, infrastructural
availability, productivity and quality of life
that form the recipe for urban prosperity. The
economies of scale that enable the promise
of the city and the opportunities for creating
wealth, can easily become dis-economies, with
inefficient and resource-guzzling cities becoming
a burden on scarce resources. It is widely agreed
that governance, funding, affordable housing and
improved planning are essential to the future of
our cities. The Planning Commission of India
lays additional stress on inclusive cities and
capacity building, whereas the McKinsey Global
Institute includes transportation, climate-change
mitigation and livelihood generation as essential
components of an urban strategy.
In its latest urbanization review of 2013, the
World Bank has highlighted the critical role of
planning, as the first of three broad steps towards
better cities: planning, connecting, and financing,
in that order. The foremost policy to enable better
planning is to assess land value in a systematic
and transparent manner. It is the value of urban
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land that necessitates a higher concentration of
citizens and density of habitation.
We need to regionalize our city planning, taking
full account of the linkages between cities and
their hinterlands, such that the future needs for
infrastructure and food security are anticipated
today while ensuring that such planning does
not induce environment degradation in the
future. The planned development of more urban
agglomerations and growth corridors is already
a necessity that cannot be ignored. The thriving
economies of the NCR and the Greater Mumbai
region, of Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad, of
the Raipur-Bhilai-Durg region – these are all
reminders that the scale of the urban vision must
be broad and comprehensive.
Existing cities must become more compact,
reducing the carrying distances for infrastructure
and introducing efficient economies of scale.
Compact cities will by nature become dense
cities, requiring the application of sophisticated
technologies for construction and management
of buildings, and the guarantee of safety at all
times. Blind segregation of land uses cannot
yield the value of urban land. An integrated
approach to land uses will be necessary to make
Indian cities into economic powerhouses that
can actually create and sustain the 70 percent
of new jobs that are expected from the urban
economy. The rewards of investing in our cities
are considerable. The urban share of GDP is
expected to rise rapidly, from 63 percent in 200910 to 75 percent in 2030-31. McKinsey estimates
that an investment of 1.3 trillion dollars would
yield benefits over the next two decades, and by
the year 2030, the urban economy may deliver
the estimated 85% of total tax revenue that can
pay for the development of the country.l
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Greening Hong Kong

Doing more
with less

John Kwok

Hong Kong is known to many as one of the most crowded cities in the world
where skyscrapers and extensive infrastructure dominate the urban landscape.
However, very few know that the pristine natural areas and countryside cover
over two-thirds of Hong Kong’s total land area.

S

triking a balance between preservation and
development, and catering for population
growth, the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
oversees the development and scale of urban
expansion. The Country Parks Ordinance
provides a legal framework for the designation,
development and management of country
parks and special areas. At present, over 40%
of the land is designated as Country Park/
Special Areas. Instead of spreading the urban
area into the countryside, the majority of Hong
Kong’s population of over 7 million people
is concentrated in less than 20% of the land.
Under such legal framework and policy towards
development, the proportion of land area put
under the protected area system in Hong Kong
compares favourably with other cities at similar
stage of economic development.
On the other hand, the greening in the urban areas
of Hong Kong has always been a great challenge

due to its highly concentrated development. The
Government has been gradually introducing
more green space in the urban areas to improve
living and business environment through active
planting, proper maintenance and preservation
of trees and other vegetation. Despite the
challenges, the Government’s greening policy
has a clear objective, which is to bring about
noticeable improvement in the cityscape through
quality landscape planning and design as well as
professional vegetation management.

John Kwok MD is Head, Greening and Landscape Office,
Hong Kong SAR (Email: john_tt_kwok@devb.gov.hk.)
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The Greening, Landscape and Tree Management
(GLTM) Section was established in March
2010 under the Development Bureau to take up
the overall policy responsibility for greening,
landscape and tree management, to promote the
adoption of a holistic and visionary approach for
developing a greener urban environment in Hong
Kong. The GLTM Section is underpinned by
two offices, namely the Greening and Landscape
Office (GLO) and the Tree Management Office
(TMO). The GLO is responsible for central
coordination of policy matters and departmental
efforts on greening and landscape planning
and design, whereas the TMO is the central
authority and provider of expertise to executive
departments and the community at large on a
quality-led approach to tree management.
With proactive efforts in recent years in
promoting greening in the territory, Government
has endeavoured to enhance the quality of our
living environment. Faced with spatial limitation
in the built-up areas, Government seeks to
increase opportunities for greening by early
involvement in the planning and design stages of
new developments and urban renewal. The focus
of greening works also shifts from “quantity” to
“quality”, and efforts are being made to raise the
professional standards of the landscape industry.

sustainable greening, the GLO seeks to increase
the provision of sufficient quality space for future
greening during the planning process. This is
particularly the case for new development sites
and urban renewal sites. Apart from reserving
space for open spaces, the GLO promulgated
the allocation of utility free zones for planting
for new roads and the requirements of having
a minimum site coverage of greenery for new
building projects. The site coverage of greenery
together with other complementary requirements
such as building set-back, air ventilation corridor,
etc., leads to continuous improvement in the
quality of our built environment.
For public works projects, it is already an existing
requirement to optimise greening opportunities.
For selected sites like the site of the former Kai
Tak Airport - Kai Tak Development (KTD),
which sits in the urban city core of the territory,
a more stringent greenery coverage requirement
is imposed in order to deliver the planning
objective of turning KTD into a green hub. At
the project level, the GLO has been working
closely with departments to expand available
greening opportunities under different types of
works projects through innovative application of
landscape design, e.g. greening of storm water
drainage channels, noise barriers, roofs, slopes,
etc.
In the built-up urban areas, notwithstanding
the space constraints, the Government seeks
to improve the cityscape through the Greening
Master Plan (GMP) initiative. The origin of the
GMP initiative can be traced back to the 1999
Policy Address by the Chief Executive of Hong

Proactively
identifying
enhanced
greening
opportunities
Greening in a built-up environment faces
numerous challenges, of which space constraint
is a major one. To promote long-term and
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Doing more with less
Kong, which stated that
the Government would
strive to make Hong
Kong a green model for
Asia. The Government
subsequently embarked
on a massive GMP
planting programme.
A GMP provides a
coherent, overarching
greening
framework,
defined by a greening
theme and a palette of
plant species, to guide
the planning, design
and implementation of
greening works in an
area/district. To date,
the GMPs covering
all 9 developed urban
districts have had a total
of around 25,000 trees and over 5 million shrubs
planted, creating additional green spaces for the
enjoyment of the city dwellers.
In the light of the positive results achieved in the
urban areas, the development of GMPs for the
built-up areas in the rural districts are underway,
with a focus on the enhanced provision of
greenery at the more densely populated areas
and tourist attractions as well as along major
transportation routes.
Enhancement of the quality of landscape design
A holistic and sustainable approach to landscape
design does not take into account only the aesthetic
dimension, but also the maintenance of lifecycle.
To achieve design excellence and coherence across
projects undertaken by different departments and
to achieve an overall coordinated greening effect
with due regard to urban design, the Government
is committed to providing practical guidelines
on the landscape treatment for key types of
public works, as well as proper planting practices
guidelines.

facilitate the sharing of professional expertise
and experience. These measures help in lowering
the technical barriers in the application of these
new greening techniques.
Development of professional expertise, public
education and community involvement in greening
Enhanced training is essential for nurturing a
professional workforce capable of providing
quality landscape service and tree care service.
The GLTM Section, in collaboration with relevant
departments, develops a training and manpower
development plan to ensure an adequate supply
of professional staff within the Government at
the managerial, supervisory and frontline levels
for the competent discharge of the full spectrum
of functions in these areas. The GLTM Section
also looks into the formulation of a manpower
development strategy with a view to building
up the capacity of the industry to undertake
greening, landscape and tree management works.
Apart from collaborating with non-government
organisations and private sector organisations to
beautify the cityscape through quality greening,
the GLTM Section proactively enlists community
support for our greening effort to foster a culture
of care in Hong Kong. This is done through a
variety of community involvement and public
education activities.
Furthermore, ample
amount of information related with greening has
been uploaded to our greening website (www.
greening.gov.hk) to promote public appreciation
and understanding of the local greening efforts.l

Promotion of new greening techniques
To overcome the space constraint in our builtup city and to enhance greenery provisions,
GLO also promotes a wider adoption of skyrise
greening in the form of roof greening, vertical
greening, sky gardens etc., in both public and
the private sectors; through the formulation
of guidelines and organisation of seminars to
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Creating New
Connections
T

he ‘Functional Plan on Transport for NCR2032’ prepared by the National Capital Region
Planning Board (NCRPB) had recommended eight
Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) Corridors
to connect important towns of the NCR with a
high speed rail based commuter transit system. The
Union Cabinet has now approved the constitution
of National Capital Region Transport Corporation
Limited (NCRTC) under the Companies Act, 1956.
This is also a follow-up of the MoU signed between
the Government of India, the NCRPB and the participating state Governments of the NCR viz., Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi in June,
2011.
With an initial seed capital of Rs.100 crore, NCRTC
shall design, develop, implement, finance, operate
and maintain RRTS in the National Capital Region (NCR) to provide comfortable and fast transit between NCR towns and meet the high growth
in transport demand.  NCRTC may subsequently
form subsidiary companies for implementing each
corridor.
The actual cost, financing plan, RRTS alignments,
real estate development, financing through Transit
Oriented Development, etc. will be firmed up
and frozen in the DPRs of these projects while

National Capital Region : RRTS Network

National Capital Region Planning Board

processing proposals for each corridor for sanction
subsequently.  The DPRs are under finalization. To
be set up within two months after approval of the
Cabinet, NCRTC is proposed as the implementing
agency for taking up the RRTS project in the NCR
on a similar pattern
as the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation
(DMRC).
The three
prioritized
corridors,
as recommended by
the Planning Commission
Task Force, to be executed by NCRTC initially are:

RRTS Proposed corridors
S.
No.
1
2
3

RRTS Corridor

Length
(km)

Delhi-Sonipat-Panipat
Delhi-Gurgaon-Alwar
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
Total

111
180
90
381

Daily Ridership
(in lakhs)
2016
2041
3.77
9.83
6.9
15.1
5.7
11.4
-

NCRTC : Equity contribution
Central Government
Ministry of Urban Development

22.5%

Ministry of Railways

22.5%

National Capital Region Planning Board

5.0%

State Government
Government of NCT Delhi
Government of Haryana
Government of Rajasthan
Government of UP

12.5%
12.5%
12.5%
12.5%

On each of the 3 corridors, the trains will run with
an average operational speed of 160km/hr at an
interval of 5 minutes. Subject to timely approvals, the first RRTS trains may be running by year
2016.l
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NCRPB unveils
New Regional Plan-2021
R

egional Plan 2021 of the National Capital
Regional Planning Board (NCRPB) has been
reviewed and the Draft Revised Regional Plan
2021, prepared by the NCRPB in consultation with
the participating states & stake-holders, has been
approved for inviting objections and suggestions
from the public under the provisions of the NCR
Planning Board Act, 1985. Many significant facets
of the NCR have been highlighted in the revised
plan of this report like the per capita income of the
NCR region has consistently been higher than that
of the country; the rate of growth of both GDP and
per capita income has also been consistently higher
than the rest of the country.
The plan was unveiled by Mr. Kamal Nath, Hon’ble
Minister for Urban Development, Govt. of India and
Chairman, NCRPB on the sidelines of the meeting
of the Board of NCRPB at New Delhi on 1 July
2013. Speaking on the occasion Mr. Kamal Nath
noted that NCRPB has provided loan financing for
277 infrastructure projects worth `18,994 crores
upto March, 2013. Actual loan disbursement has
increased from `6,045 crores in March, 2012 to
`6,464 crores in March, 2013. In addition to raising
funds to the tune of `1100 crores from domestic
capital market, the Board has also drawn an amount

of `137.64 crores from Asian Development Bank
and `108.45 crores from KfW, Germany. The Board
has maintained its track record of 100 percent
recovery of loans. This good financial management
has been reflected in the credit rating of ‘AAA with
Stable Outlook’ by with three credit rating agencies
namely CRISIL, ICRA and FITCH. l

Next Phase of JNNURM
T

he contours of proposed next phase of Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) are under
consideration. Meanwhile Government has been given a mandate to
sanction new projects and capacity building activities under Urban
Infrastructure & Governance (UIG) and Urban Infrastructure
Development Scheme for Small & Medium Towns (UIDSSMT),
under JNNURM till 31.3.2014.
The budgetary provision for 2013-14 for Ministry of Urban
Development that has been kept for Urban Infrastructure
Governance (UIG) and Urban Infrastructure Development Scheme
for Small & Medium Towns (UIDSSMT) is 9478 Crore. l

July 2013

Jn nurm
13

member’s page

C

CMDA FOR INCLUSIVE URBAN MANAGEMENT

hennai Metropolitan Development Authority
(CMDA) has jurisdiction over 1189 sq.km
comprising of 7 Municipalities, 12 Town Panchayats
and 10 Panchayat Unions. In order to help the
financially weak local bodies to carry out at least
essential infrastructure improvements, CMDA has
worked out schemes called Local Bodies Assistance
Programme (LAP) which is being implemented
since 1983, and Community Based Environment
Development (CBED) Programme which is being
implemented since 2003.
Local Bodies Assistance Programme
Under this program a local body within CMDA
area can avail grant assistance for execution of
infrastructure projects upto 90% of the project cost,
subject to a maximum of Rs. 50 lakhs per annum.
The remaining 10% of the cost of the project and
cost overrun, if any, should be borne by the local
body concerned. Under this Scheme, 229 projects
with a total outlay of Rs. 18 Crores have been
supported in areas like roads, street lighting, water
supply, sewage disposal, drainage structures, and
solid waste management.
Community Based Environment Improvement
Programme
The objective of the programme is to
facilitate participation of local communities
in prioritization, planning and execution of
bankable project proposals aimed at improving
local environment with participation of private
sector wherever possible. CBED supports projects
aimed at improvement of social infrastructure like
playgrounds, parks, burial grounds, crematoria,
improving waterbodies, rainwater harvesting/
ground water recharge, tree plantations, public
toilets, stormwater drainage, garbage disposal etc.
72 projects involving an outlay of Rs. 5 Cores have
been supported so far under CBED. l

Park improvement at Valasaravakkam Nandambakkam

Storm Water Drains improvements at Manali Funded under LAP

Road improvement works at Ullagaram

Smt. S. Chithra, Sr. Planner | CMDA
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5
6

Name of Publication
Planning and Development of Metropolitan Regions
in the context of Special Initiatives relating to
Infrastructure Development and Provisions of Basic
Services - Seminar Proceedings, 2007.
The Metropolitan Agglomerations and the Proposed
Grouping of Urban Areas in India - In-house Research
Study, 2007.
Urban Governance in the context of Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission - National Seminar
Proceedings, 2006.
Strategic Issues Concerning Preparation of Master
Plan for Core Areas - Seminar Proceedings, 2006.
Innovative Planning Process for Socio-Economic
Development - Seminar Proceedings, 2005.
The Municipal Ward as The Basic Platform for the
Integrated and Participatory Planned Development
of The Urban Settlement - Proceedings of the
Brainstorming Session, 2004.

Cost
300/-

200/-
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300/200/-
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The Municipal Ward as the Basic Urban Planned
200/Development Area - Seminar Proceedings, 2004.
Catering to a Metropolitan Area Vision - 2021 300/Conference Proceedings, 2003.
StateslUTs of India: a Profile - In-house research study, 2003. 1,000/Knowledge Base for Good Urban Governance 100/Seminar Proceedings, 2002.
Urban Services Delivery in India Toolkit for Contract
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The Future of Metropolitan Planning Committees 200/Conference Proceedings, 2001.
Simplification of Urban Development Control
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GREENING VISHAKHAPATNAM- CITIZEN AT THE CENTER

T

he Urban Forestry Division, Vishakhapatnam Urban
Development Authority (VUDA) was set up in 1985.
Ever since greening the city and its environs has been its
continuous endeavor. Urban Greening in Vishakhapatnam
has been carried out keeping public access and utility to
residents as well as tourists at the center of planning of
greening areas. Outcome of VUDAs consistent quest for a
green Vishakhapatnam are the various parks and gardens set
up by VUDA.
KAILASA HILL PARK
VUDA has developed a sprawling hill top park as a tourist
spot on Kailasa Hill. The park is spread over an area of 70
Acres and is being maintained as such since 1993. Visited
by lacs of national
and international
tourists each year
Kailasa Hill Park
was awarded the
State Level “Best
Tourism
Place
Award” in 2003;
“National Tourism
Award in Best Civic
Management”
in
year 2008-09 by the
Govt. of India and “Best Eco-Tourism Award” for the year
2009-10 by Govt. of Andhra Pradesh.
VUDA PARK
VUDA Park is spread
over 75 Acres along
the beach front. Apart
from its wonderful
location, highlights
of VUDA Park are
an
international
standard
Skating
Rink, a Health Club,
a Play Pen, the
Vaisakhi Kala Vedika (to performs shows), a Boat club, a
Pigeon Tower, a Yoga center, a Gym and a demonstration
plot of medicinal plants.
BEACH PARK & TENNETI PARK
Beach Park has been developed along the beach over 8 Acres

at the base of Kailsagiri hill
and is being maintained by
VUDA.
THOTLAKONDA PARK
Thotlakonda is a famous
Buddhist monument located
in Vishakhapatnam. Out of
its total area of 324 Acres of
the monument complex, 100
Acres has been allotted to
the Archaeology Department
while afforestation on 75
Acres has been taken up by
VUDA. The complex has a
statue of Lord Buddha at its
entrance and landscaping has
been carried out around the
water tanks and hill top.
KURUSURA SUBMARINE
MUSEUM
Kurusura Submarine Museum
is the first Submarine Museum
in South East Asia established
in 2002 by the Indian
Navy. It was subsequently
handed over to VUDA for
maintenance and upkeep.
The landscaping developed
around
the
Kurusura
Submarine Museum is being
maintained by VUDA and has been appreciated by large
number of visitors who flock to the museum each year.
HEALTH ARENA & JOGGING TRACK
To provide recreation facilities to the citizens of
Vishakhapatnam, VUDA has developed a Health Arena
at the base of the Kailasagiri Hill. A 2 KM long jogging
and cycling track has been developed as a part of the with
extensive landscaping. Green cover developed includes
avenue plantations, grass lawns and plantations of a wide
variety of ornamental plants.l
Dr. N. Yuvraj, IAS | Vice Chairman, VUDA

International Conference

Challenges of Extended Mega Urban Regions : The Changing Face of South East Asia and the World
19-21 November 2013, Pullman Putrajaya Lakeside Hotel, Putrajaya, Malaysia

Organised by
Institute For Environment And Development

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia

For participation details contact
Ahmad Fariz Mohamed
Shaharudin Idrus
Associate Professor
emur2013@gmail.com

Senior Fellow
emur2013@gmail.com

Website : www.ukm.my/emur2013
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The Association of Municipalities and Development Authorities (AMDA),
established in 1983, is an Association of 73 Municipalities and Development
Authorities in the country. The Association, as the name signifies, addresses
the issues pertaining to interface between the state, municipal bodies
and urban development authorities in the realm of urbanization, urban
development and urban governance.
The Association has emerged as a knowledge-integration and experience
exchange platform across country, besides performing an advocacy and
interfacing role to improve efficiency of urban local bodies and development
authorities. For over two decades, AMDA has been working on issues of
planned development and management of cities by sensitising local, state
and central governments.
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Association for Municipalities and Development Authorities
7/6, Siri Fort Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi-110049
Phone : +91-11-26494486-87, 26497973, 26496837 Fax : 26491675
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