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Indian Heritage Cities Network 
                   

Mission Statement éé.  

 

ñThe Indian Heritage Cities Network 

(IHCN),  shall highlight the Indian city as 

a Living Cultural Resource, preserve the 

uniqueness and diversity of the cultural 

heritage, promote heritage and creativity as 

the driving force for urban development and 

employment generation for a balanced 

socio-economic and cultural development.ò  

 



21 Cities in the Indian Heritage Cities Network  



UNESCO  
 

UNESCO - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was founded on  

16 November 1945.  

 

 

As a specialized agency of the UN, contributes to 

building  peace, alleviating poverty, sustainable 

development and intercultural dialogue through 

education, the sciences, culture, communication and 

information.  

 
 



 

UNESCO Constitution 

é. óSince wars begin in the minds of men, it is in 

the minds of men that the defenses of peace 

must be constructedô é.  

 

 

é..óThat the wide diffusion of culture, and the 

education of humanity for justice and liberty and 

peace are indispensable to the dignity of man 

and constitute a sacred duty which all the 

nations must fulfill in a spirit of mutual 

assistance and concernôéé.. 

 
  



UNESCO Cultural Conventions 

×Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 

Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 

Ownership of Cultural Property (1970) 

 

×Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in 

the Event of Armed Conflict (first protocol 1954; 

second protocol 1999) 

 

×Convention concerning the Protection of the World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972) 



UNESCO Cultural Conventions 

 

×Convention on the Protection of the Underwater 

Cultural Heritage (2001) (not yet in force) 

 

×Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage (2003) 

 

×Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the  

Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005) 

 



1972 World Heritage Convention 

 

 

 

  

Convention concerning the Protection of the  
World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972  



World Heritage Convention 

üIdentifies, protects & preserves properties 

of outstanding universal value  

üLinks Nature and Culture 

ü Integrates Development & Conservation 

ü Mobilizes International Solidarity 

 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

 

 

Recommendation concerning the most 

effective means of rendering museums  

accessible to everyone (1960). 

 
 

 

 

 

 Extract  

 

é.. ómuseums é. contribute to the education of the publicô 

é..  

 

  é óaccessibility of museums to the public school é.  

granting  material facilities, é..   adoption of the 

measures to ensure collections are easy to appreciate.ô 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

Recommendation concerning the 

Safeguarding of the Beauty and Character 

of Landscapes and Sites (1962) 

 
 

 

Extract 

 

é. ómeasures taken for é construction of public 

and private buildings é to be designed é to meet 

certain aesthetic requirements, while avoiding facile 

imitation of traditional and picturesque forms, should 

be in harmony with the general atmosphere é.. it 

desires to safeguard.ô 

 

 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

 
Recommendation concerning the 

Preservation of Cultural Property 

Endangered by Public or Private Works 

(1968) 
 

Extract  

 

é the States to ñharmonise the preservation of cultural 

heritage with the changes which follow from social and 

economic development, to meet both requirements in a broad 

spirit of understanding, and with reference to appropriate 

planning.ò 
 

 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

Recommendation concerning the Protection, 

at National Level, of the Cultural and 

Natural Heritage (1972). 
 

Extract 

 

éé óStates to safeguard all  components of their cultural 

and natural heritageééé draw up carefully planned 

programmes for conservation and presentation of their 

heritage ééééé, programmes for restoration of 

scheduled areas damaged by industry or other human 

activitiesôé. 

 

 
 
 

 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

Recommendation concerning the 

Safeguarding and Contemporary Role of 

Historic Areas (1976).  

 
Extract 

 

éé óEvery historic area and their surroundings should be 

considered as a coherent wholeéwhose balanceédepends 

on the fusion of various parts..including human activities as 

elementsébringing the question of integrity in addition to 

authenticity.ò 
 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

Nara Declaration on Integrity of Historic 

Cities (1999) - complementing Nara Declaration on 

Authenticity 

VUnderstanding the value of historic areas 

VAnalysis of all elements making up the 

 integrity of a city 

VSustainability - economically, socially, 
 environmentally, and culturally viable  cities 

VEquity and Accessibility  

  

 
 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural 

Diversity (2001).  

 
« Reaffirming that culture é be regarded as the set of 

distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional 

features of society or a social group, and that it 

encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, 

ways of living together, value systems, traditions and 

beliefsé.Noting that culture is at the heart of contemporary 

debates about identity, social cohesion, and the 

development of a knowledge-based economyé. » 



UNESCO Recommendations & Declarations on Cultural Heritage 

Vienna Memorandum on World Heritage 

and Contemporary Architecture ï Managing 

Historic Urban Landscape(2007),  

 
reaffirms the expanded concept of heritage in a given 

landscape and calls for a harmonious co-existence between 

past and contemporary é.. urban built environment. 
 

 



Environmental Conventions 

 
 

Ramsar 

CBD 

CITIES 

Migratory species CMS 

Climate Change 

Desertification UNCCD 

Law of the Seas UNCLOS 

 



Programme for the Safeguarding & 

Development of World Heritage Cities  

V Launched in 1996 by  
    UNESCO World  
    Heritage Centre  
 

V In response to  
    Habitat II Agenda 

To improve quality of life by 

 preservation of historical 

 human settlements 



Suzhou Declaration (1998) 

To build Partnerships between 

local authorities, bilateral and 

multilateral agencies, civic groups 

and inhabitants. 

  

Signed by 22 Chinese and 

European Mayors of Historic 

Cities. 

 

International Co-operation for the Safeguarding & 

Development of Historic Cities  



- Adopted by the WH Committee at its 25th   
session (Helsinki, 2001) 
 

- Multi-year Programming Approach  

   More pro-active  

  More effective response to the         
                 needs of States Parties 

World Heritage Cities Programme  



Urbino Declaration on  

Partnerships for World Heritage Cities 
Culture as a Vector for Sustainable urban development 

November 2002 

 
V   urban heritage is a human & social cultural element 

      beyond the notion of "groups of buildingsò 

 

V   3 fundamental guidelines : 

ÁTake account of the territorial dimension of the historic 

centre 

ÁElaborate an economic & social development strategy  

ÁStrengthen institutions and political framework 

  

V   need to obtain support of all actor - inhabitants, local  

      & national authorities and the private sector 


