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CATCH EVERY DROP 
Rainwater harvesting is
nobody's child
New Delhi
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Policy Muddle Equally To Blame For Programme's Failure
For years the city has drawn more water from the ground than what rain puts back inside. At
most places, water is found at more than 50metre depth. Aware of the approaching crisis, Delhi
high court had forced the city government to enforce rainwater harvesting on a large scale. The
court regularly monitored progress of the programme and the chief secretary was required to submit
a status report every six months. But the last time such a report came was two years ago.
Vinod Jain, director of Tapas, the NGO on whose PIL the court issued the order on rainwater
harvesting, says the programme has failed in Delhi because there is no institutional framework to
guide it.“Central Ground Water Au thority (CGWA) was made the nodal authority but no single
agency is responsible for ensuring that it is done. Delhi Jal Board gives permissions for borewells and
billing incentives, municipal corporations are supposed to ensure implementation but take no
interest, and CGWA does not have staff for monitoring. I will now take the case to National Green
Tribu nal,“ he said. No agency has any information on RWH structures in the city. DJB only has data
on permissions granted for borewells. Due to lack of maintenance, many RWH structures are useless.
“RWH is pointless if any part of the structure is blocked, or pollutants are going into it,“ said Jyoti
Sharma, director of Force, another NGO. “Lack of maintenance has rendered many RWH structures
useless. Also, unless RWH is done across the city its benefits are limited,“ she added.
But Sushmita Sengupta from Centre for Science and Environment says maintaining a harvesting
structure is extremely easy . “We have about 17 structures at CSE and spend just about Rs 1,000 to
main tain them ev ery year.“
There's no clear policy on RWH. In 2001, the urban development ministry made rainwater
harvesting mandatory for any structure occupying 100 sqm land or more.
But the current master plan allows 90% ground coverage for such plots, leaving hardly any space
for RWH structures. Last year, the envi ronment department found that many people dig up pits
claiming that they will harvest rainwater but actually withdraw ground water.
Many experts say it is best to build these structures at the colony level, or in parks, flyovers and
wetlands. Manu Bhatnagar, who heads the natural heritage division of conservation body Intach, said
RWH structures should be sturdy .“The design is often not right.Large volumes of water pass
through narrow pipes which get clogged in no time.“ He gave the example of check dams in Sanjay
Van that have helped recharge an old well.“The water table is at 6070m in that area but we found

water at 4m in the well. The Hauz Khas Lake has probably managed to put around 1,000 million
litres of water into the ground. Wetlands are equally important recharge zones.“

