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New Delhi: Construction debris in Delhi is choking roads, wetlands and green areas 
and the problem is becoming more acute every year. Dumped callously wherever 
there is space, it is rarely ever recycled on a large scale. Delhi’s only pilot 
construction and demolition recycling plant in Burari that recycles about 500 tonnes 
per day (TPD) doesn’t have many takers for its recycled products. Reasons are many 
— lack of standards, fears about quality and somewhat high costs.  
    At a conference organized by Centre for Science and Environment, ‘Urbanscapes’, 
on Thursday, researchers and architects voiced their concerns about the unmanageable 
situation of increasing C&D waste. On the other hand, there seems to be a massive 
building material crisis with a ban on sand mining and high costs of concrete and 
stone.  
    The C&D waste could have been a good alternative but most of the 4,000-5000 
tonnes TPD that Delhi is generating is being dumped or landfilled. This is because 
Indian building laws permit only “naturally sourced” materials or materials mined 
directly from nature and there are no proper guidelines on what to do with C&D 
waste. Bureau of Indian Standards doesn’t have specific standards for recycled 
materials and people are skeptical about using recycled products.  
    This is is stark contrast to places like Hong Kong where there is a C&D tax on 
waste generators, according to CSE. “This also shows that project management is 
equally important so that naturally sourced materials are used optimally,” said Avikal 
Somvanshi, research associate at CSE. South Korea has building codes for recycled 
asphalt aggregates and concrete. New York forces the developers to  
segregate waste at site and dismantle, not demolish, in addition to other measures.  
    Use of recycled building material is at a very nascent stage, but there are a few 
creative examples like the Institute of Rural Research and Development in Gurgaon. It 
has used broken tiles to make a white “cooling roof” that radiates sunlight and helps 
in bringing temperatures down. It has used bricks made of the earth from its own 
construction excavation material and facades out of plywood shuttering waste. 
According to Somvanshi, scientific studies by National Council for Cement and 
Building Materials and Central Building Research Institute have proved that recycled 
building materials are as sturdy as naturally sourced materials.  
    Collection of waste for the Burari plant is carried out by the corporations. Big 
producers, like DMRC and PWD, also truck their bulk C&D waste material to this 
plant. The material is first inspected and then segregated. Whole bricks are resold or 
used for other projects. “Like any other waste management project, it is difficult to 
make recycling of C&D waste economically viable at this stage. The government will 
be coming out with the Construction and Demolition Waste (Management and 
Handling) Rules, 2014 which will lay down the procedure in detail. Recycling is 



going to pick up,” said a representative of IL&FS Environmental Infrastructure and 
Services Ltd, the company that has set up the plant in Burari. 
 

 
 


